[Review. Endotoxins and blood coagulation].
The impact of blood coagulation caused by endotoxins (ET) is reported in a survey. In this connection the activation of factor XII by ET and the activation of the intrinsic system of coagulation due to it are discussed, the mechanism of blood platelet damage with subsequent thrombocytopenia is dealt with, and the induction for liberating of a thromboplastin-like procoagulant from leukocytes as well as the factors influencing this liberation are described. Furthermore, the mechanisms leading to the damage of the endothelia cell are discussed and the correlations to the complement system are described. On the basis of facts known up till now special attention is devoted to the role of the thromboplastin-like procoagulant and the activation of the extrinsic system caused by it in developing a DIC syndrome.